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Case Law Reviews
[bookmark: _Toc529359668][bookmark: _Toc529449460][bookmark: _Toc31899674]Case 1: J.S. v. Blue Mountain School District (2011) 
Summary: In J.S. v. Blue Mountain School District, an eighth-grade student, J.S., created a fake Myspace profile of her principal from home, portraying him in a derogatory and offensive manner. The school suspended J.S. for ten days, arguing that the profile caused a substantial disruption. J.S. and her parents sued, claiming the suspension violated her First Amendment right to free speech. The case went through the courts, with the Third Circuit Court of Appeals ruling in favor of J.S.
Court's Decision: The Third Circuit concluded that the school district violated J.S.'s First Amendment rights. The Court determined that J.S.'s profile creation occurred off-campus and did not cause a substantial disruption at school. The decision emphasized that schools have limited authority to regulate off-campus speech unless it is proven to significantly disrupt school operations or infringe on the rights of others. The Court also highlighted the importance of distinguishing between on-campus and off-campus speech, especially in the growing digital world.
Practical Application: This ruling is crucial for understanding the boundaries of school authority over students' online activities, mainly when these activities occur off-campus. It establishes that students' right to free speech extends to their online presence, provided it does not substantially interfere with the educational environment. In the context of acceptable use of technology, this case underscores the need for clear policies that respect students' free speech rights while addressing potential disruptions. Schools must carefully balance maintaining a safe, educational environment and respecting students' constitutional rights.


Case 2: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)
	Summary: In the landmark case Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District, students Mary Beth Tinker, John Tinker, and Christopher Eckhardt wore black armbands to school to protest the Vietnam War. The school district had implemented a policy prohibiting the wearing of armbands, leading to the students' suspension. The students filed a lawsuit, claiming their First Amendment rights had been violated.
	Court's Decision: The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the students, stating that students do not "shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate." The Court held that the student's actions were protected by the First Amendment as long as their speech did not cause a substantial disruption to the school's operations. The decision set a precedent that student speech is protected unless it materially disrupts the educational process or invades the rights of others.
	Practical Application: This case is foundational for the acceptable use of technology in education, as it established the principle that student speech is protected under the First Amendment. Schools must ensure that their policies on technology use do not infringe upon students' rights to free expression. When developing acceptable use policies, schools must consider whether the restrictions are justified by a substantial disruption or invasion of others' rights rather than simply restricting speech for its content.
Case 3: Kowalski v. Berkeley County Schools (2011) 
Summary: In Kowalski v. Berkeley County Schools, Kara Kowalski created a MySpace page called "S.A.S.H." (Students Against Sluts Herpes) from her home, targeting a fellow student. The page invited other students to post derogatory comments about the targeted student, causing significant distress. The school suspended Kowalski for violating its harassment and bullying policy. Kowalski sued, claiming her First Amendment rights were violated and that the school had overreached its authority by punishing her for off-campus speech.
Court's Decision: The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the school district, affirming that the school's actions were justified. The Court found that Kowalski's conduct created a substantial disruption within the school environment and constituted bullying and harassment, which schools must prevent. The Court emphasized that schools could regulate off-campus speech if it directly and substantially impacts the school and its students.
Practical Application: This case highlights the circumstances under which schools can regulate off-campus online behavior. In the realm of acceptable use of technology and cybersecurity, it underscores the importance of having clear policies addressing cyberbullying and harassment. Schools must proactively prevent and address online behaviors that could harm students and disrupt the educational process, even if these actions occur off-campus. This case supports the need for comprehensive cyberbullying policies and the authority of schools to enforce them when off-campus activities spill over into the school environment.
Literature Review 
Reference 1: Position Statement on Technology Use in Education
Review: The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) outlines essential principles in its position statement on the acceptable use of technology in education. The document emphasizes equitable access to technology, digital citizenship, and integrating technology into the curriculum to enhance learning outcomes. ISTE advocates for policies that protect student privacy and data foster critical thinking and promote responsible use of digital resources. Emerging trends highlighted include the increasing need for digital literacy as a core component of the educational curriculum and the growing concern over student data privacy. The position statement stresses that educators must have the skills and knowledge to guide students in navigating digital environments safely and ethically. Additionally, there is a focus on the role of technology in personalized learning, where technology is used to tailor educational experiences to individual student needs. Practically, this literature underscores the need for schools to develop comprehensive acceptable use policies (AUPs) that balance technology integration with safeguards against misuse. It suggests that schools invest in professional development for teachers to ensure they can effectively incorporate technology into their teaching practices while fostering a culture of digital responsibility among students. 
Reference 2: Research Article on Cyber Security in Schools
Review: A research article by Johnson and Willey (2022) titled "Cybersecurity Threats in K-12 Schools: Prevention and Response" provides an in-depth analysis of cybersecurity challenges faced by educational institutions. The article explores various threats, including phishing attacks, ransomware, and unauthorized data access, and discusses strategies for mitigating these risks. The authors highlight the importance of a proactive cybersecurity approach involving regular risk assessments, staff training, and robust security measures. One significant emerging issue identified is the increasing sophistication of cyber-attacks targeting schools, often exploiting vulnerabilities in outdated software and inadequately secured networks. The research also points out cybersecurity education's critical role for students and staff, emphasizing that awareness and preparedness are crucial to preventing breaches. This literature is practically applicable to schools, underscoring the necessity of investing in up-to-date security infrastructure and fostering a culture of vigilance. Schools should implement comprehensive cybersecurity training programs and develop incident response plans to quickly address potential breaches. The research supports the need for collaboration with cybersecurity experts to review and update security protocols regularly.
Reference 3: Opinion Piece on Digital Citizenship
	Review: An opinion piece by Garcia (2023) in Education Week titled "Why Digital Citizenship Matters More Than Ever in Schools" argues the importance of teaching digital citizenship in today's educational landscape. Garcia discusses the role of schools in equipping students with the skills to navigate online environments responsibly and ethically. The piece emphasizes the necessity of integrating digital citizenship education into the broader curriculum rather than treating it as an add-on. Emerging trends highlighted include the rise of social media and its impact on student behavior, the proliferation of misinformation, and the need for critical media literacy. Garcia argues that as students increasingly rely on digital platforms for learning and social interaction, schools must address issues such as online etiquette, cyberbullying, and the ethical use of information. Practically, this opinion piece suggests that schools develop comprehensive programs that incorporate digital citizenship across various subjects. Educators should be trained to model and teach responsible online behavior, and schools should create policies that promote a safe and respectful digital environment. The literature highlights the importance of collaboration between educators, parents, and the community to support students in becoming responsible digital citizens.
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