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	Existing Policy

	ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY
By using Reach’s hardware, software, and network systems, you assume personal responsibility for their appropriate use and agree to comply with this policy and other applicable school policies, as well as federal, state, and local laws and regulations	



	Narrative Describing the Process Used in Selecting the Topic and in Evaluating the Ethical and/or Legal Dimensions of the Issue

	 Choosing the topic of "Acceptable Use of Technology" for an ethical and legal analysis involved an organized and thoughtful process. Given the increasing integration of technology in educational environments, the relevance and urgency of this issue were immediately apparent. The selection process began with identifying a context where technology use is pervasive and critical—Reach Cyber Charter School. This setting provided a clear framework for exploring how technology policies affect students, educators, and the institution.
My analysis took a comprehensive approach, considering the broad impact of technology in education. The reliance on digital tools for learning, communication, and administration necessitates meticulous crafting and adherence to any policy governing their use. I delved into the specific guidelines set forth by Reach Cyber Charter School regarding the acceptable use of their hardware, software, and network systems. This policy, in essence, serves as a microcosm of larger ethical and legal considerations applicable to educational institutions globally.
I examined principles such as responsibility, privacy, and fairness to evaluate the ethical dimensions. The policy requires users to assume personal responsibility for their technology use, aligning with ethical accountability and integrity standards. However, this raised questions about the adequacy of training and support provided to users to ensure they understand and can comply with these responsibilities. Additionally, privacy concerns emerged as a critical ethical issue. The policy's compliance with privacy laws and its measures to protect student data were scrutinized to assess whether they align with ethical obligations to safeguard personal information.
On the legal front, I reviewed relevant federal, state, and local laws that impact the acceptable use policy. This included regulations such as the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA), which mandates schools to implement internet safety policies and protect minors from harmful online content. The policy's alignment with such laws was crucial in determining its legality and effectiveness. Moreover, adherence to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) was considered, ensuring that the policy does not infringe on students' rights to privacy and access to their educational records.
By synthesizing the ethical and legal perspectives, the analysis of the acceptable use policy at Reach Cyber Charter School underscored the necessity of balancing stringent security measures with the ethical obligation to support and educate users about responsible technology use. This narrative process highlighted the complexity of crafting technology policies that are not just legally sound but also ethically robust, ultimately fostering a safe and conducive learning environment.




B. Ethical Analysis
	Relevant MCEE Principles used in Analysis

	[MCEE Principle V A. 1.]
	[Using social media transparently and primarily for the purpose of teaching and learning per school and district policy. The professional educator considers the ramifications of using social media and direct communication via technology with the one’s interaction with students, colleagues, and the general public;]

	
	Integrating social media into educational settings offers significant opportunities and potential risks. When educators use social media transparently and primarily for teaching and learning, adhering to school and district policies can enhance student engagement, facilitate communication, and foster a collaborative learning environment. However, it also necessitates carefully considering the ramifications of interactions with students, colleagues, and the general public. Using social media transparently and primarily for teaching and learning, as guided by school and district policies, holds significant promise for enhancing educational outcomes. However, it requires a balanced approach considering privacy, professionalism, and ethical standards. By adhering to clear policies and engaging in ongoing professional development, educators can leverage social media to create dynamic, interactive, and supportive learning environments while safeguarding the well-being of all participants.

	[MCEE Principle V. A.7]
	Consider the implications of sharing legally protected or other sensitive information electronically either via professional or personal devices/account

	
	In a cyber school, sharing legally protected or sensitive information electronically carries significant implications for both educators and students. The analysis examines these implications, focusing on the potential risks and best practices for maintaining the integrity and security of such information when shared via professional or personal devices and accounts. Sharing legally protected or sensitive information in a cyber school setting involves significant responsibilities and potential risks. Cyber schools must adopt comprehensive cybersecurity policies, utilize secure technologies, implement strong access controls, and conduct regular audits to mitigate these risks. By doing so, they can protect the privacy of students and staff, comply with legal requirements, and maintain the integrity of their educational environment.

	[MCEE Principle B.1]
	Being vigilant in identifying, addressing, and reporting (when appropriate and in accordance with local school, district, state and federal policy) inappropriate and illegal materials/images in electronic or other forms. 

	
	Maintaining a safe and secure digital space is paramount in a cyber school environment. This involves being vigilant in identifying, addressing, and reporting inappropriate and illegal materials or images in electronic forms. Here's an analysis of this process's essential steps and considerations, aligned with local, district, state, and federal policies. Being vigilant in identifying, addressing, and reporting inappropriate and illegal materials is a multi-faceted task that requires clear policies, practical training, and the use of technology. It involves immediate and appropriate responses, thorough documentation, and proper reporting procedures. Legal compliance and ethical considerations significantly shape these practices, ensuring that the digital learning environment remains safe and conducive to education. Regularly reviewing and adapting these practices ensures they stay adequate and relevant in the ever-evolving digital landscape.
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