World View Essay

A worldview is more than a personal opinion or a passing belief. It is the lens through which a person interprets truth as they build relationships and develop leadership in efforts to find purpose. In education, worldview matters because leaders do not make decisions alone. The values they hold shape how they respond to students, support teachers and define success within a school community. For me, worldview is deeply connected to faith because it influences not only what I believe, but also how I live and lead each day. My approach to educational leadership is rooted in a Christian worldview that calls me to serve others, build meaningful relationships and remain grounded in faith and consistency in all areas of my academic and professional life.
My personal worldview is shaped first by my belief in Christ and the teachings of Scripture. Leadership is not about status or being the center of attention, though it is more about serving with humility and the responsibility to help others grow. Through a Christian lens, leadership should reflect love, as Jesus called us to show compassion, grounded in truth and accountability. I believe a leader should be steady in consistency and intentional in action, especially when working in environments that impact children and families. That belief pushes me to remain consistent in my values, not just when it is easy or convenient, but in the daily decisions that often go unseen. The true purpose of educational leadership is to uplift the people around you while keeping students at the center of the work. A strong educational leader does not lead for personal recognition. Instead, that leader helps unite both staff, students, and families around a shared vision that is focused on student growth and a stronger school community. When leaders keep students first and work to strengthen the people around them, the school becomes more than a place of instruction. It becomes a community built on purpose and shared responsibility.
My faith also shapes the way I make decisions as a leader. It helps keep me grounded and focused on fairness rather than emotion or pride. The teachings of Jesus remind us that we are called to serve others with love and compassion, but also with conviction and accountability. I do not see those ideas as opposites. In fact, the best leaders are those who can care deeply for people while also holding a high standard and pushing through barriers that limit student success. In education, that means making decisions that are both ethical and student-centered. It means looking beyond surface-level issues and asking what support students truly need, both inside the classroom and outside of it.
One real example of how my worldview has shaped my leadership comes from my work as a department chair. Over time, I had to come to terms with the fact that I do not know everything, and that is okay. Many leaders feel pressure to always have the answer, but I have learned that stronger leadership often begins with humility. Instead of trying to control every idea or decision, I have worked to create more space for collaboration and teacher voice within the department. When teachers are invited into planning and change, they are more likely to feel ownership and buy into the shared vision. That shift has helped us move toward a more focused and thoughtful pathway for growth in the science department, which ultimately allows us to better support students.
In the end, my worldview impacts my beliefs about educational leadership because it gives deeper meaning to the work. I do not view leadership as simply managing systems or simply completing tasks. I view it as a calling to serve and help others flourish. My Christian worldview reminds me that leadership should be relational and grounded in something greater than self. It calls me to lead with humility, stand firm in my values, and keep students at the center of every decision. As I continue to grow as an educational leader, I know my faith will remain the foundation that shapes not only what I believe about leadership, but how I choose to practice it each day.
