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Article Summary
	The article titled, The School Counselor and Academic Development is found on the ASCA website. In this article, the ASCA discusses the idea of school counselors and their roles within the school building. The main idea consists of school counselors as leaders for student academic, career and social/emotional health and growth (ASCA, 2023). Also keeping in mind that schools as a whole are evaluated on student outcomes, mostly academic achievement, it is a key role that school counselors play in creating an environment that promotes all areas of growth (ASCA, 2023). This article also discusses how school counselors are able to create and provide a comprehensive school counseling program that every student may benefit from. Recognizing the three domains of achievement is at the core of the services that a school counselor provides. This is done to help students be successful in school and later in life. 
Analysis of Key Points
Along with the overarching idea that school counselors should be promoting all three domains of student wellbeing, it is also important to note that there are federal initiatives to also be followed. For example, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (2015), is an accountability plan for schools to measure success. While school counselors do not directly impact academic achievement, they still play an important role in supporting children throughout their academics. School counselors should be educated in progress data as well as data disaggregation in order to understand the needs of students in the school and appropriate interventions (ASCA, 2023). This is done to provide accountability structures in schools that are not subjective based on the counselor. 
	Collaboration with teachers, administrators, families and other school personnel is pertinent to provide a safe environment for students. By working with school staff, the school counselor is able to assist in the development of a supportive and caring school environment. While academics are important to a school’s function, the domains of social/emotional and career involves shaping a broader school culture. 
	Along with collaboration with members of the school and the family, a key point that is made is the supports that are given to students. These targeted approaches should not only support academic success but also fall in line with the cohesive counseling process. For example, teaching students’ positive mindsets and behaviors, supporting long-term and short-term goal setting as well as addressing systemic barriers (ASCA, 2023). All components are pertinent to the success of students in schools. 
Response
	The ASCA position on school counseling and how to be a successful school counselor effectively establishes academic development as one of the main responsibilities of a school counselor. However, working with students to support their social/emotional and career goals in turn effect their academics. This writer agrees with the ASCA’s emphasis on academics, while also understanding that supporting the mindsets and behaviors of students allows them to become better learners. Teaching skills such as goal setting, self-management of emotions and self-motivation allows the student to connect their social and emotional growth to their academic success. 
	The importance of data-driven decision making is also important to the school counselor’s ability to measure outcomes and have accountability. Aligning the programs that school counselors use with the individualized school improvement goals as well as federal legislation allows the school counseling department to strengthen its credibility. In doing this, the school counseling department will show other professionals’ ways to support students in schools. Overall, this article is able to effectively frame academic development as something that is data-driven and collaborative. This challenges school counselors to balance academic supports with social/emotional and career efforts. In following ASCA’s mindsets, the school counselor is able to ensure that all students have the opportunity to receive support, teaching and opportunities to achieve academic success. 
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