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	“As an educator I believe that changing lives is the most important focus. We need to teach education in a way that helps prepare students for the real world rather than just a classroom. Changing hearts to love education is why we should be in the business. To prepare them for life obstacles and give them goals for their futures.” 
	In this paper I will explain the importance of teaching education while also shaping the students’ hearts for their futures. Showing them love and empathy in the classroom, while giving them the tools for success. To create goals and cheer them on the entire way. 
	Creating a safe and productive environment for students’ learning is something that all educators should aim to accomplish in the classroom. We, as educators give them the tools and information that they will take with them for the entire rest of their lives. On the other hand, we are also there to nurture the students from a very young age. We want to give them an educational experience where they feel safe to talk to you and worthy of learning. As teachers and future educators, it should be our priority to encourage learning in a healthy and loving way shaping their hearts to love education. Students shouldn’t dread coming to school but get excited to prepare for their futures and the goals they set in place. 
Philosophy of schools and learning 
	Goals are a huge thing for young students. If we set goals for them when they are young, they will learn how to set goals for themselves in the future. We do face a small challenge which is attention span in the classroom. This generation has a hard time staying focused for long periods of time which is why I focus on utilizing the “engagement theory of learning”, which is creating curriculum that excites and engages the students rather than just reading off a power point the entire class time. To go along with this theory comes creating short term and long-term goals for students to accomplish. When they see success coming, they aim to work harder for their goals. Students should feel that they are accomplishing goals almost every day or week. They should also set goals that they are able to accomplish in a long-term period, like a month or even semester. On the other hand, creating a bond with the students is a huge asset. As teachers we want their respect, but I also want to respect them. For showing up to class and trying their hardest every single day. I want them to know that I am in their corner and am there to cheer them on every step of the way. 
Instructional Practice 
	Like I mentioned above, an educational practice that I will utilize in the classroom will be the engagement theory of learning created by Greg Kearsley and Ben Schneiderman. To go into more detail this theory is based off creating a framework for effective learning that focuses on creating meaningful and active curriculum for students to stay engaged. It states that students learn best when they are interested and invested in the tasks they are to complete in the classroom. This practice also poses a good time to have some fun and create bonds with the students, rather than just being a lecturer. A good example of utilizing this practice would be to create an ongoing trivia game where the students can earn rewards like candy or extra recess. This could look like after finishing each chapter of a book a short verbal quiz will be instructed. If the students do well, they will be a check mark getting them closer to gaining their reward. Incorporating fun tasks into the classroom can help students to stay engaged while also having a good time while learning. This will also give me an opportunity to really get to know each student outside of just a learning environment, while they are having fun and engaging with other classmates. 

Teacher-learner relationship
	Having a relationship with your students is so important in education. You are with them for seven hours a day, and you will learn a lot about them during these hours. As educators we are required to teach them the best curriculum possible, but it goes a lot further than just teaching education. We should be there to nurture those children and take care of them throughout the day and schoolyear. We should give them grace and empathy through all situations, even if they are tough. We need to form these bonds and relationships with students by giving respect to students and respect to the teacher. In an article written by Edutopia we learn a few ways to form relationships with students. One way that stuck out to me was showing your real authentic self through and through. We should be living our lives the same as how we step into the classroom, and we want our students to know that we are being authentic with them. Building relationships with students is a great way to engage them with curriculum in education. If we build trust, we can push our students to be better for their futures and the goals they make. 
Diversity 
	As educators we need to ensure that we are aware of the diversity in our classroom. In this generation we have become a melting pot for so many different ethnicities, races, religions, etc. We should know how to interact with these children in the classroom. If we as educators become aware and knowledgeable of these diversities, we become versatile teachers for these students in the classroom. We take the time to research each diversity in the classroom, so we are respecting each child that is present. When we know about the students’ backgrounds, we can form relationships with those students, and in turn we get to help them gain engaging curriculum. 

My calling
	I haven’t always wanted to be a teacher; it only was in college that I realized how much I wanted to make an impact on children’s lives. Growing up I watched both my parents work in an industry to grow children. My dad is a children’s pastor at our church and my mom teaches acrobatics to kids at my home dance studio. I was able to watch them make a huge impact on so many lives and was inspired by how faithful they were to God’s calling on it.  I taught dance classes and volunteered at my church, so I was always around children, and wanting to be a mentor for them. I came into college as a communications major, but after a year of classes I didn’t think it was the right fit for me. I prayed hard and realized that I was being called to become an educator. To educate students minds, but also grow and shape their hearts to become great people. A few verses from the bible really stuck out to me while I was faithfully making my decision to switch majors. The first one comes from Matthew 28:19-20 and says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations… teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” This verse was huge to me, because even though I won’t be able to outwardly preach the gospel in some schools I still have a lasting impact on the person they will become. I want to show them the love that Jesus has showed me and the grace he extends to us every single day. Another verse that stuck out to me comes from Proverbs 9:9 and says, “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.” Every student comes from a different educational background, and I feel so blessed to be able to be a part of any students journey in their growing of knowledge. I want to be the change in education, shaping hearts along the way. This was my calling to teaching. 


Conclusion 
	As I close out this paper, I want to reiterate how important the education system is. As we step into this role of teacher, we must remember that we are shaping the next generation to become the future doctors, the future politicians, the future teachers of their time. We are giving them the tools to become citizens in this society. To do this we need to create curriculum that engages the student, that they learn from and enjoy doing. We have a huge impact on every single student we teach throughout our lifetime, and we need to shape their hearts to be loving, and empathetic towards the people around them. Education is a blessing, and it is our job to give them all that they need to succeed. 
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