EDUC 225 TEACHING SIMULATION REFLECTION TEMPLATE 
 (If you will be absent the following class period after you present, you must send it in by a roommate or friend
 so they then can  turn it in before class or it will be considered late.

Teacher Candidate: ___Roslyn Mayers_____ 	Section: ___003___ Class #: __225__
Topic Taught: _Abraham Lincolns Life and Legacy    Presentation # _2___     Date: __11/30/25____	

For Lesson 2 Only:  Please mark an “X” by Yes or No.

	___ Yes
	___ No
	On my honor, I have submitted my LP2 and Reflection 2 to CORE.



Watch your video several times to analyze the presentation. Record the information requested. Use the data collected to make necessary changes in the next presentation.

Record a mark each time that you called a student by name. _||||||||______________________________________
Record a mark each time a filler word was used. _||||||_____________________________________________
Record a mark for each convergent (one answer only) question that you asked. __||_______________________________________________________________________________________
Record a mark for each divergent question you asked. __||||||||||__________________________________________

Record a mark each time a modality is addressed. 
Visual ___|||||__________ 		Auditory ___|||_______ 	Kinesthetic____|||______

All sections below should be addressed with thorough responses; phrases and incomplete sentences are not acceptable. Key words such as "since", "because", "through", "using" etc. should be seen throughout the document explaining the way that various competencies were met.  Be sure to include things you would change in your lesson in order to improve your effectiveness as an instructor.


	TOPIC
	Your Reaction to your Performance about the Topic

	Preparation                     What did you do before class to make sure your lesson would be effective and run smoothly? How did you physically prepare the classroom and materials before the lesson?
	Before class I dressed myself in an appropriate, classroom-friendly outfit. I also printed out all of the materials I needed for my lesson. I looked at my lessons presentation to make sure everything looked good and made sense. Before my lesson, I gathered all the things I needed for the lesson, I printed out all my material and cut out paper strips for my fill in the blank guided practice. Before the lesson, I also took the time to mentally prepare, I made sure to drink coffee and pray to the Lord to take away all my worries and anxieties. 

	Student Assets
How did you use student assets to influence the way you planned and implemented the lesson? Was this effective?  Why or why not?
	I used student assets to influence the way I planned this lesson by recalling on what my students already know by this grade and point in the school year. 2nd grade students should have somewhat of an understanding to who Abraham Lincoln is, they most likely are familiar with who and what a president is, and they should know important presidents in history like George Washington. I also used student assets to influence the way I implemented this lesson by providing guided and independent practices that include skills like writing, reading, the ability to communicate with a partner. These things were effective because my students showed mastery over all of the assignments that I gave them, they also did a great job in working on the guided practice together as a team.

	Set                                            Describe your “set” (the way you opened your lesson).  How did you begin your lesson in order to gain student interest?  Was it effective?  Why or why not?
	Prior to my lesson, I planned to open the lesson in a fun way, but after watching the recording it looks like I got a little carried away. I still showed the students a fun opener by asking them about their favorite presidents. I believe I gained student interest by opening discussion and feedback about who their favorite president is. I also began my lesson in an excited, pumped-up way to try to get the students to get excited to learn! I think it was effective because the students answered my questions and were seeming like they were interested. 


	Instructional Strategies   Describe the different strategies you chose.  Be specific!  How did the strategies you chose affect the learning and involvement of students? Do you feel these strategies were effective?  Why or why not?
	The different instructional strategies I chose for this lesson include direct instruction, like the usage of my presentation that I was going through throughout the lesson. Another strategy I used was an end of lesson diagnostic exercise to see if the students understood what was taught in the lesson. I also used a guided, partner work practice and then had the students do an independent practice. Some more instructional strategies I used in this lesson was the usage of partner work and discussion with partners, which was used in my guided practice, as well as the ending closure of my lesson. The strategies I used affected the learning of the students by challenging them to remember important facts and write 4 complete sentences about Abraham Lincoln. My lesson also included differentiated instruction. The strategies I chose affected the involvement of students by having them give me full attention, my presentation was colorful and included a ton of pictures. I also believe that students were interested because they had the ability to talk to others around them during the group work parts of my lesson. These strategies were effective because students were responding to my questions and took notes the entire time of the instruction, the students also got most of the right answers on the guided and independent practices. 

	Planned Supports
What planned supports did you prepare and use in your lesson?  Were these supports effective for all students?   Why or why not?  Would you change or use different supports if you could?  Why or why not?
	The planned supports I prepared and used for my lesson is timers in my lesson, while I did not have a physical timer on the presentation, the students were aware of the time shortage because my entire lesson was quick, and I was sure to tell the students to wrap up their assessments within 3 minutes. I also used all three learning modalities (auditory, visual, kinesthetic) in my lesson. I provided guided notes for students to fill in during the instruction. Another planned support I provided in this lesson is for students who struggle with word pronunciation, so I had the students say “Abraham Lincoln” with me. These planned supports were effective for my students because the students did not show any signs of struggling or needing any other planned support. They also did very well on the assessments and did not ask a lot of questions (signaling that they needed help). The students were confident in their abilities and understood the lesson. Honestly, I would continue to use the supports I used in this lesson, but just add on to it. I would like to add more planned supports like including a graphic organizer. I would probably include an actual timer, to ensure the students are on task and getting their assignments done. 

	Diversity / Differentiation
How did you differentiate instruction to meet needs of diverse learners?  Was your differentiation effective?  Why or why not?
	I differentiated instruction to meet the needs of diverse learned by including all three learning modalities, my presentation was full of auditory themes by having pictures of important people and things like Abraham Lincolns family log cabin. I also used the kinesthetic learning modality by having the students stand up and complete the 4 corners activity. During my entire lesson I spoke clearly and explained what the students were to do thoroughly. Another way I differentiated in my lesson is by using my voice to redirect students who lost focus and got off track, during my lesson, a student mentioned Abraham Lincolns death and wouldn’t stop speaking about it, so I had to remind them that topic is inappropriate to talk about at this moment. I believe that my differentiation was effective because my students were well behaved and were understanding what I was teaching them. My students had an easy time conversating and doing the assessments. 

	Closure
How did you close your lesson and summarize / solidify important concept(s) for your students? Do you feel your closure reinforced the concept?  Why or why not?
	My closure went very well, I had time to do all the content in my lesson. I closed my lesson by having two reflection questions, when students answered these questions, I added to the conversation by speaking more about what we had just learned. After that, I asked the students to finish a sentence, and the sentence was about how the students can be honest like Honest Abe. I feel like my closure reinforced the concept because I specifically went back over what we had learned in the lesson and gave the opportunity for students to respond to lesson questions. I believe by tying in the honest qualities, students will have an easier time remembering Abe Lincoln because he was an honest man. 

	Student Involvement      Were you able to involve all students in the learning process? How?  Why or why not? Are there other strategies you think that could have been used to increase student involve?  If so, please describe them.
	Yes, all students were involved in the learning process, I had the opportunity of having every student paying attention and involved. I think that all the students were involved in the learning process because they were interested in what I was teaching about, and I believe that they value me as a person and wanted to be kind by giving their attention to the lesson. By making my lesson fun, interactive, and include movement, I believe that the students were involved. I think that there could’ve been more strategies to include, maybe putting humor or having enough time to have a game in the lesson would’ve been good. 

	Teacher / Student Interaction
How was your rapport among students?  Were you able to interact?  Why or why not?
	My rapport among the students was great! I had good interactions with all the students, whether that was while I was delivering the instruction or while I was walking around the classroom during the assignments, it all went well. I was able to interact with them by asking questions and having the students answer, while observing how they were doing on the guided and independent practices, and if they started talking to me or by calling on students. 

	Student Achievement       How can you prove that students met the objective of your lesson?
	I can prove that my students met the objective of my lesson by looking at their finished assignments. The students did a great job with their guided practice and independent practice. I looked over some of the students work that I had kept seeing if the students gained information and knowledge about the lesson, and they did! The students wrote well written, factually correct sentences about what they learned about Abraham Lincolns life. 

	Classroom Management What strategies did you use to make sure students stayed on task and achieved the objective? Were the strategies effective?  Why or why not?
	This is something I need to work on for sure, I’d like to think that I did an okay job at classroom management, but after watching the video, I realized that I could grow in that area. I believe that the students were on task with my strategies. I told the students things like “listen up” or “okay class let’s move on to the next thing”. My strategies were effective for this class, but that might just be because these students were college students, I’m sure real elementary students would need more management than that. Another strategy I used during my lesson was the implementation of a timer, although the students could not see the timer, they knew they were being timed so they hurried up and tried to keep up with the lesson’s contents. Although my strategies were effective, I am sure I could’ve had better classroom management. When silly students like Hunter say something that is inappropriate during a lesson, I tried my best to correct him and have the class revert their attention back to the lesson.

	Voice & “Teacher Presence”
How was your volume?  Your Filler Words?  Did you have a commanding presence as the facilitator of instruction?  
	My volume during my lesson was at a good level, I was not at a yelling state, but I was also not too quiet, so the students could hear me. To be completely honest, I believe I could’ve done a better job at being the commanding voice and fit into the shoes as an “facilitator of instruction”. I think the obstacle that was stopping me from becoming that role was my own limits, for some reason I wanted to maintain being a nice teacher, I did not want to upset anyone. I think I do not know how to balance being a sweet and kind teacher with being a commanding, facilitator. I know I used some filler words in my lesson and that is something I need to work on not doing. 

	Professionalism
Dress? Disposition?  Interactions?
	For this lesson, I dressed in appropriate dresswear that covered everything and looked professional-causal. When I interacted with the students it was all appropriate and lesson based, I applauded them when they were doing good on the assignments, and I politely corrected them when they were a little confused on things. I kept things calm in the classroom and had every student feel confident in what they just learned by telling them things like “good job”. 

	Teaching Competencies (from InTASC Standards)
List the assigned competencies for the specific lesson.  Describe in detail HOW you met each one.
	Standard #6: Assessment: I met this competency by using a diagnostic, formative, and summative assessment. After delivering my instruction, I had the students do a 4 corners activity to see if the students understood what I just taught them. Then, I gave the students guided practice and had them complete a fill in the blank’s worksheet with a partner, this practice showed me the students learned about the certain details about Abraham Lincolns life. The last form of assessment I used is an independent practice by having the students write 4 sentences about 1 thing they learned from each section of the notes, which showed me mastery over writing complete sentences and the gaining of knowledge from the lesson. 
Standard #7: Planning for Instruction: While planning for this lesson, I recalled on the current level of knowledge the students should have on the lesson topic. I also planned this lesson thoroughly to make sure each student understands what I was teaching them, I made sure to include ways to support students with ADHD by incorporating timers and ways to grab the student’s attention. Another way I met this competency is including all 3 learning modalities, I made sure to use auditory, visual, and kinesthetic modalities throughout the lesson and assessments. For this lesson I made sure to go into detail on Abraham Lincoln because I believe that the students have not been taught an in-depth lesson on him yet.
Standard #8: Instructional Strategies: I met this competency by teaching the students by using instructional strategies like direct instruction, using a presentation. Another way I met these competencies is by using active learning, I had the students pair up with each other for partner work, guided practice and included group discussion within the lesson. By students were also encouraged to speak out due to me asking them questions out loud. Another way I met this competency is by meeting the students’ learning styles like including auditory, visual, and kinesthetic learning modalities. 
Standard #9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice: To make sure I was well prepared for this lesson; I researched using online sources and textbooks to learn about Abraham Lincoln. I also used my past courses, and this courses textbooks to understand educational application of strategies, and how to teach students well. Some other ways I have met this competency is by collaborating with my professors, practicum teachers, and other students in the education department. I have reflected on the lesson before this one and the reflections my classmates have written for me to find out what I can improve on in my lessons. I also carefully consider the mentor meetings with Dr. Worley and the reflections she has on my lessons. 
Standard #10: Leadership and Collaboration: I have met this competency by collaborating with my teachers, Dr. Worley and Dr. Ruiz. They have been very helpful when I have needed support or advice. Other collaboration I have reached out for is the advice from my peers, Gabi and Sarah, and not to mention my roommate, Annabelle who has been such a big help. Another way I have met this competency is by reaching out to my practicum teachers in my special education class specifically, more ways I have fulfilled this competency is by going to education club events like CEC. 




	My Areas of Strength
	My Areas which will require Future Growth

	I think I did a good job in being expressive and excited about the lesson, this was shown in my body language/actions and words!

	I think I need to grow in not being nervous, I got somewhat nervous up there, especially when students weren’t answering me. 

	One thing I believe I do well in is making the presentations, they are super fun to make for me, and I love to make them look exciting and include lots of childish décor or stickers.

	For future growth, I looked over what my classmates said about my lesson and realized some of the things I taught on might be difficult to understand if a student in the classroom is behind in the grade or they have a disability of some sort. 

	The last thing I believe I have strength in is communicating well with students. I become very involved in conversations and building connections with students and others. Building rapport with the students comes easy to me.

	The last thing I need to work on to make my lessons stronger is classroom management, I need to work on having little attention grabbers or something to say to grab the student’s attention. 



ESSAY / SUMMARY SECTION: (Each question should have a minimum of 1 paragraph with at least 5 complete sentences.  Do not exceed 3 paragraphs.)

1.) Type a summary paragraph(s) of the evaluations you received from the class.
While reading through my lesson evaluations, I had InTASC competencies scored from 4-5, and I also got good scores on satisfaction of the entire lesson. I had a lot of my peers compliment my presentation slides, with emphasis on how “cute” the slides are. There were about 3 separate strengths written down complimenting the Bible verse I chose for the lesson; they appreciated the biblical connection to my lesson. Another strength that was common among peer’s responses was that I had a fun, bubbly, enthusiastic, and positive persona while teaching my lesson. Some things my peers said I needed to work on was including less words on my slides, that the slides were crowded, and it might be stressful or too hard to understand for students in 2nd grade. Other than that, my peers were satisfied with my performance in my lesson.


2.) Type a paragraph(s) about what you will do differently to improve your effectiveness as a teacher.
To improve my effectiveness as a teacher, I will learn how to become more diverse in my word selection, and to improve my speaking abilities so that I do not use filler words, stutter, or speak not like a facilitator of knowledge, I would like to be more confident in my speaking abilities. Another thing I will do differently to improve my effectiveness as a teacher is to do more through research on the best instructional strategies to use in a lesson, I would like to know how to best effectively teach a history lesson. Teaching is a gift and a calling, for me that means I need to access my full potential as a teacher, some ways I can do that is by calling out my struggles and finding ways to fix that. I believe I can be a more effective teacher by asking for help and advice from my past teachers and other professionals that I cannot access from Liberty. One last way to improve my effectiveness as a teacher is by learning more classroom management skills like successful attention grabbers, and to take more notes in my practicum classes.




	GRADING POINT SYSTEM

	Earned
	Possible
	Criterion

	
	10
	Completion of all sections

	
	15
	Evidence of reflective thought / Evidence for accuracy of statements

	
	25
	INITIAL TOTAL

	
	
	-10 if excessive mechanical errors (eg fragment sentences and grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors) 

	
	25
	FINAL TOTAL



