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Abstract
The purpose of education, as I see it, goes beyond the traditional textbook and should equip students with practical skills and social-emotional intelligence so that they may evolve. Focusing on student-centered pedagogy, transformative instructional practices, and Christian principles, my approach promotes emotional intelligence, intellectual growth, moral development, and a sense of purpose. As a school counselor, my vision is to establish a learning platform that incorporates life skills, promotes a positive learning environment, and embraces diversity and equity, guiding students toward success in their academic careers and lives. My commitment is grounded in empathy, connection, and how I believe education is a journey meant for students to find meaning and purpose, fueled by a passion for their future.
Beyond the Book: Shaping Skills, Connecting Minds, and Igniting Futures
Education beyond books and smart boards should equip students with life-after-school skills and social-emotional intelligence so that students can live meaningful lives while having a positive impact on society. Grounded in transformative instructional practices and a vision of moral development, connectedness, and purpose, my philosophy advocates for hands-on learning experiences, a shift in student-teacher perspectives through conscious discipline, and a positive, connected learning environment where students are valued holistically.
Philosophy of Schools and Learning
The purpose of education should extend beyond the simple transmission of knowledge to equipping students with practical skills and social-emotional intelligence. Schools should serve as versatile tools for hands-on learning and prepare students to navigate life outside of academics as well as to adapt and contribute meaningfully to society and with a sense of purpose. According to Williams (2017), John Dewey believed people were obligated to make the world a better place through education and social transformation. Education should ultimately be a transformative movement, shaping not only knowledgeable students, but proactive students in creating a fair, compassionate, and progressive society. Education should also nurture the mind, spirit, and character which could be done through the integration of Christian principles in the learning process. According to Graham (2009), teachers should approach their role with a Christian mindset and model the virtues of the Bible when engaging with students. This approach would help to create not only skilled students but students with a strong moral compass, who are ready to make a positive impact on their communities and beyond (Graham, 2009). Education should not be taken for granted and valued only in pages learned and high-test scores. Education is a journey of shared experiences where students form meaningful connections with peers, teachers, and the broader educational community. Those connections go on to contribute to a sense of belonging, creating an environment where students feel valued and understood. Teaching staff could also benefit from such connections within the school environment as it would create a positive school atmosphere, positively impacting student success. According to Becky Bailey (2019), conscious discipline techniques emphasize that relationships are the foundation of a positive and effective learning environment as they create a sense of safety and belonging, which creates a learning atmosphere where students and teachers can thrive.
Instructional Practice
By embracing the conviction that the purpose of education goes beyond the transferring of knowledge from book to brain, my commitment to transformative instructional practices stands strong. Students gain a profound understanding through hands-on participation and real-world experiences (Kong, 2021). In aligning with conscious discipline techniques founded by Becky Bailey in 1996 (Bailey, 2019), I recognize the importance of creating a classroom environment that not only nurtures intellectual growth but also creates emotional and moral development. 
Whether as a teacher or a school counselor, I would implement student-centered pedagogical practices, emphasizing hands-on activities and group projects to develop critical thinking skills and social-emotional development. By integrating Christian principles into the learning process, I would be able to nurture intellectual growth and moral and spiritual development. By modeling virtues from the Bible, the classroom becomes a purposeful space that consciously promotes empathy, compassion, and a sense of purpose, that aligns to contribute to a just and progressive society.
I would purposefully integrate conscious discipline techniques into my practice to help students develop self-regulation, empathy, positive relationships, conflict resolution, and problem-solving skills. By prioritizing understanding over punishment, students learn to navigate challenges with resilience and build connections based on mutual respect (Bailey, 2019) and this shapes the learning environment to go beyond academic achievement and nurtures the holistic development of each student while creating a community that thrives on shared values and positive connections. I would also implement Becky Bailey’s principle of “connection before correction,” to create a learning atmosphere where students feel understood and supported, helping them to be more accepting and less reactive to guidance and correction (Bailey, 2019). According to Bailey (2019), students are better equipped to engage in learning and navigate challenges when they feel connected and safe. 
The needs of students are not universal as they are unique to each student. To meet the diverse needs of students I would provide a diverse selection of reading materials, visual aids, hands-on activities, and various topics to better accommodate the diverse interests and strengths of students. I would also include different levels of complex activities so that all students are appropriately challenged. For students requiring fewer challenges, I would break down concepts into smaller steps and offer support where needed.
As for maintaining the flow of the classroom, I would set clear expectations, create individual goals, model behavior to mirror the behavior I expect, and create a safe place where students can willingly go to manage their emotions and gain composure.
School Counselor-Learner Relationship
The role of the school counselor within my vision of an educational philosophy would act as a facilitator of experiential learning, guiding students to learn through real-world experiences that contribute to their holistic development by equipping them with practical skills and social-emotional intelligence. 
Counselor Role. School counselors can equip students with essential skills for success in and outside of their academic lives by incorporating life skills into the curriculum, for example, budgeting, time management, and problem-solving skills. School counselors can promote leadership development, teamwork, and a sense of responsibility by encouraging students to engage in leadership roles in community projects, school clubs, or extracurricular activities. In challenges, school counselors can assist students in navigating challenges and obstacles in their learning journey and personal lives through techniques such as solution-focused brief therapy, active listening, and conscious discipline. According to Brasher (2009), SFBT is effective in achieving positive outcomes in student’s academic success and behavioral concerns. Using conscious discipline, school counselors and teachers can create a learning environment that is safe, connected, and socially and emotionally intelligent. Conscious discipline also assists school counselors in teaching educators self-regulation, empathy, understanding, and compassion (Bailey, 2019). This could ultimately create a cohesive support system among teachers, administrators, counselors, and students. 
School counselors can collaborate with parents, teachers, support staff, and administrators through shared goals that align with the needs of students, programs such as conscious discipline, and implementing social-emotional learning activities in and out of the classroom. School counselors can also work to implement career exploration into the curriculum, guide parents in navigating conversations about career goals or interests, and explore internships or mentorships in the community.
Student Roles. On the other hand, the role of the student is less complex. The student’s role is to not only engage in the counseling and learning process but to be accountable for their academic, social-emotional, and career development (Graham, 2009). Students should show curiosity and a willingness to explore and use knowledge through self-motivation (Kong, 2021). Students are essentially little sponges absorbing the world around them, making the role of counselors and teachers the proverbial liquid they absorb.
Dual Roles. The roles of school counselors and students should be a positive relationship built on mutual respect, open communication, and trust (Corey, 2021). Students should be able to seek guidance without fear and school counselors should actively listen to properly guide students in relation to their individual needs, empowering students to make informed decisions regarding their academic and personal lives (Kong, 2021).
Counselors and Data. As for data, school counselors can use data to gauge the effectiveness of programs and tailor interventions for individual students and groups. According to Savitz-Romar and Colleagues (2018), making decisions based on data is an important element of the ASCA National Model. Data use is essential in monitoring student progress, attendance rates, patterns or gaps in student performance, and obtaining feedback to identify areas of improvement (Savitz-Romar et al, 2018).
School Counselors and Diversity.
Diversity factors that school counselors should consider to better promote inclusivity and equity in the educational environment are student cultural backgrounds, student resources, language barriers, learning styles, developmental differences, and the impact of racial and ethnic backgrounds (Merlin, 2017). School counselors should be aware of their own biases and prejudices to develop an equitable, safe, and inclusive school environment (Corey, 2021). School counselors should model their vision.
School counselors and other educational staff should have an understanding that students require flexibility in how they learn as well as being prepared to accommodate such diverse needs. School counselors need to be prepared to support teaching staff and themselves in implementing culturally sensitive material and provide individualized support to create an environment where every student can learn and thrive. 
School counselors and teaching staff can use strategies to promote equity and inclusion related to obtaining a higher education. Such strategies include professional development to enhance cultural awareness, mentorships to connect students to diverse experiences, developing resources that are accessible to all students, and developing a curriculum that embraces diverse cultures (Merlin, 2017). Collectively these strategies can contribute to an inclusive and equitable learning environment that fosters the pursuit of higher education.
To evaluate the strategies used to promote equity, inclusion, and the pursuit of higher education, I could conduct surveys that gauge the sense of belonging among students, and compare academic performance and participation among diverse groups (Merlin, 2017), and address areas that need improvement and re-evaluate.
My Calling
My calling goes beyond the book, it reflects my commitment to mentor students as they navigate their educational and personal journeys. My vision involves a deep sense of purpose and acknowledgment of the power of modeling and mentorship. 
In teaching students social-emotional intelligence and coping skills, I draw inspiration from Proverbs 15:1 “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (New International Version, 2011). Both empathy and positive communication are vital in developing social-emotional intelligence and I am determined to instill both within my students. As a school counselor, I would provide academic guidance while enhancing the emotional development of my student’s lives through the power of connection. There is value in every student, and I am motivated to guide and nurture them in an environment that embraces diversity, transforms emotions, feeds intelligence, and encourages a higher purpose. 
Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward, It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (New International Version, 2011).
Conclusion
In conclusion, the purpose of education goes beyond the transferring of knowledge from book to brain, it’s a journey. It’s an opportunity for students to learn, connect with others, and become compassionate contributors to a fair, positive, and progressive society. By embracing conscious discipline and prioritizing connection over correction (Bailey, 2019), educational staff can create a positive learning atmosphere. This approach not only enhances academic performance but also nurtures the holistic development of students and promotes human resiliency.
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