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Abstract
A progressivism philosophy of education can have a positive impact on students and society in the long term because this philosophy fosters the development of critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, social skills, and emotional intelligence. As a teacher I will use project-based learning experiences that allow students to explore their interests and passions while developing important skills such as collaboration, critical thinking, and problem-solving. My job will be a facilitator rather than lecturer, allowing students to take an active role in their learning. I will create opportunities for students to investigate topics of interest, research their own questions, and make connections to the world around them. By empowering students to take ownership of their education and to become lifelong learners, students are prepared for success in the 21st century. 
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My personal philosophy of education is based on the theory of Progressivism which was developed by Dewey Kilpatrick and Parker Johnson. It asserts that children learn most successfully and happily when they get to explore their environments and construct their own experiences. There are three guiding principles to progressivism: (1) genuine education involves problem-solving; (2) learning is enriched as students collaboratively research and share information and test their ideas; and (3) teachers guide students’ learning without dominating it (Ornstein et al., 2017). Students motivated by their own interests are engaged in purposeful activities which lead to lifelong learning. 
Philosophy of Schools & Learning
	I believe education is crucial for many reasons like economic development because it provides students with the skills and knowledge necessary to enter the workforce and contribute to society. But schools themselves are key drivers for personal development, socialization, and promoting cultural values. Going to school provides a platform for students to interact with their peers and teachers. This socialization helps students learn how to communicate, collaborate, and work effectively in groups which is critical to success later in life. Being a member of a classroom teaches students that the world does not center around them and that patience, tolerance and acceptance are all virtues best learned in schools. Schools also play a vital role in promoting cultural values and beliefs. Students develop a sense of cultural identity and respect for diversity. I argue that children who grow up homeschooled are losing the opportunity to learn to tolerate other people’s culture and viewpoints. (Bartholet, 2020) states that children should “grow up exposed to…democratic values, ideas and nondiscrimination and tolerance of other people’s viewpoints”. 
One theory of learning that I relate to is Constructivism. In this theory, learners actively engage in the learning process by constructing knowledge and meaning from their experiences (Ornstein et al., 2017). Contrary to this theory, behaviorism brings with it a lack of motivation and ownership of learning. This theory focuses on behavior. It is believed in this theory, learning occurs through reinforcement and punishment, and behavior can be shaped through conditioning. While I do believe there is a place for rote learning and conditioning this cannot be the only learning modality. In my experiences, students become complacent, bored, and problem behaviors increase. PhD Essay (2022) argue that children are passive learners with no room for creativity. Students do not develop a full understanding of the topic which means they are unable to move onto more complex learning.
Instructional Practice
From personal experience, children learn best through activities, problem solving, and projects rather than predetermined subjects and lessons. Teachers who use the projects method transform their classrooms into collaborative, open-minded learning communities where students are motivated by their own interests and are engaged in purposeful and meaningful activities (Ornstein et., 2017). Progressivism is very much rooted in the International Baccalaureate program for which I was a member of for several years. As a teacher we designed project-based learning experiences that allowed students to explore their interests and passions while developing important skills such as collaboration, critical thinking, and problem-solving. My job was a facilitator rather than lecturer, allowing students to take an active role in their learning. I was able to create opportunities for students to investigate topics of interest, research their own questions, and make connections to the world around them. 
One of the benefits of progressivism is that it encourages student engagement and motivation, which can help improve classroom management and performance outcomes. When students are actively involved in their learning, they are less likely to become bored or distracted and they perform better. Recent gold-standard studies have proven that project-based learning classrooms out-perform traditional style classroom environments by 10 percentage points (Terada, 2021). 
Teaching SEL lessons as a school counselor in a project-based learning environment can be an effective way to help my students develop important life skills while engaging them in meaningful, hands-on learning experiences. I believe planning with the classroom teachers on how to integrate SEL into project goals in the classroom would be valuable. For example, a project on community service could incorporate empathy and social awareness, while a writing project on self-expression could involve self-awareness and self-management. These skills will serve them well in school and beyond. 
Teacher-Learner Relationships
	From personal experiences working in an IB World school which follows a progressivism philosophy of learning, the role of the learner is to be an active participant in the learning process, rather than a passive recipient of information. Learners take ownership of their learning because they engage in meaningful, hands-on activities that help them develop a deeper understanding of the topic. 
	The role I played as a teacher was a facilitator rather than a lecturer allowing the students to inquire freely in a learning environment that was student-centered and experiential. I was trained to work with students collaboratively to help them develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Along with my team, we were responsible for designing learning experiences that were relevant and meaningful to the students and that connected their learning to the real world. This is powerful. I strongly believe this creates life-long learning. 
Diversity
	There is more diversity in our classrooms today than there ever has been or maybe it is exposed more today. I do not believe that it is fair to make a teacher responsible for mastering all things diverse in the classroom. The teacher is responsible for creating an open, non-judgmental environment, where all are welcome yes, but the diversity we face today is complex and requires a whole system of cooperation and collaboration to foster academic, career, and social emotional development of our students. 
We have cultural diversity which also brings language diversity. We have learning diversity where students have different learning styles that teachers are expected to be aware of in designing lessons. We have learning disabilities and the argument that no student should be left behind. We have socio-economic diversity and the impact of poverty on learning. And now we have gender orientation diversity where teachers are asked to create and monitor an environment that is free from discrimination and harassment. I agree as teachers our responsibility is to provide a safe and inclusive environment that respects and values all students but to believe that every teacher should be properly aware and trained in all of the diverse needs we face today is naive and ignorant. 
Artificial Maturity
	I read Tim Elmore’s book called Artificial Maturity which stuck with me so profoundly. His book is dated but I find his position even more accurate today post-covid. Elmore (2012) argues that our kids are maturing at a much faster rate than we did growing up. They are living in the information age where they have knowledge at their fingertips. We think they know more and are smarter than we were. But it is artificial! These very students are failing to launch or are re-nesting because they have no social skills to help them adapt in the real world. Our students are glued to their tablets, computers, video games, and social media and have completely lost how to socially interact with people face-to-face. There is a push for personal-based learning but I argue this is at the detriment of their emotional intelligence. Our students do not have to have social skills today because everything is online!
	(Ornstein et., 2017) states that when students work together collaboratively on projects, the results lead to socially charged experiences and bring students into social interaction. The social skills that hands-on, project-based learning provides is what our students so desperately need to thrive in our world today.   
Conclusion
My position on the philosophy on education is strongly tied to Progressivism. This philosophy encourages students to learn by doing and focuses on the students interests with real world applications. When students are given hands-on experiences to learn from and also given the opportunity to work collaboratively in groups, they are more likely to develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter, retain what they have learned and develop critical social skills that our students so desperately need today.  
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