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BASC-3 Test Critique
General Information
	The assessment instrument I will be critiquing is called the Behavior Assessment System for Children, Third Edition (BASC-3). The authors of this assessment are Cecil R. Reynolds and Randy W. Kamphaus. The publisher of this assessment is Pearson, publication date is 2019. The cost for the BASC-3 varies depending on the kit you buy. The basic starter kit for the BASC-3 includes a manual, ten uses for Q-global Interpretive Summary Reports, and SOS forms, all for $153.30. There's also an online version available in both English and Spanish, which comes with an Intervention Guide, Q-global Scoring, and a one-year subscription, priced at $1,197.00. (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2019).
	The BASC-3 was initially developed in 2015 to assess behavioral and emotional issues in children and adolescents between the ages of 2-21 in school and clinical settings. This assessment is mainly used to identify and understand a variety of emotional and behavioral disorders in children. Mental health professionals use it to diagnose conditions such as ADHD, anxiety, autism, and others, and to create treatment plans accordingly. The BASC-3 can also track changes in behavior over time. The BASC-3 is considered a subjective measure because it captures experiences and observations and relies on the ratings of behavior by parents, teachers, counselors, and sometimes the individual themselves. 
	The BASC-3 is not an intelligence or achievement test, rather it is a behavioral assessment that focuses on evaluating behavioral, emotional, and adaptive functioning. Users can identify strengths and areas of concern across various components like externalizing or internalizing problems, school problems, and adaptive skills. There are alternate forms to cater to different settings which provide multiple perspectives on a child’s behavior. These alternate assessments include Teacher Rating Scale (TRS), Parent Rating Scale (PRS), Self-Report of Personality (SRP), Student Observation System (SOS), and Structured Developmental History (SDH). (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2019)
The BASC was first developed in the early 1900s in response to the increasing need for a reliable and valid system to assess behaviors in children. The original version was developed as a structured, multi-method approach to behavioral assessment. It was then refined to include the BASC-2 and then in 2015 the BASC-3 was introduced. The new version continues to improve its accuracy in diverse settings, has added new content, and more electronic tools (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2019).
	The BASC-3, like other psychological assessment tools, operates under key assumptions to guide its use. It is assumed that the users of the testing have sufficient training to understand the metrics, interpret the scores correctly, and be able to report and apply results appropriately (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2019). Altmann et al. (2018) argues that the multi-method and multi-sourced data provides a comprehensive and accurate assessment of the child’s behavior more than a single source or method would. The assumption is also that the scores obtained are reliable (consistent over time) and valid (measures what they intend to measure).
Test Description
	According to Reynolds and Kamphaus (2019) the BASC-3 uses rating scales to assess the behavioral and emotional functioning of children and adolescents. This test measures various domains. Externalizing problems such as aggression, hyperactivity, and conduct problems. Internalizing problems such as anxiety, depression, somatization. Behavioral Symptoms Index which is a composite score reflecting overall behavior. Adaptive skills such as communication, social skills, leadership, adaptability, and school problems such as attention and learning problems.
 There are several components (forms) used. The Behavioral and Emotional Screening System (BESS) is an initial screening tool used for identifying children who may be at risk for potential behavioral and emotional problems. The format is a Likert scale that can be used by teachers, parents, and students. There is a Teacher Rating Scale (TRS) which is completed by the teacher and assesses observable externalizing, internalizing, and adaptive skills behaviors in the classroom. The Parent Rating Scale (PRS) is completed by parents. This scale evaluates the same behaviors as mentioned above but at home and in their community. Self-Report of Personality (SRP) is completed by the child and assesses their own perceptions, thoughts and feelings about their behaviors. The Student Observation System (SOS) is used by clinicians to observe and record behaviors in the classroom setting. It focuses on task completion, peer interactions and activity level. The Structured Developmental History (SDH) is a background questionnaire filled out by parents. And finally, the Parenting Relationship Questionnaire (PRQ) assesses the parent-child relationship from the parents’ perspective (Reynolds and Kamphaus, 2019). 
The length and structure of the test varies depending on the form. The forms range from 27 items with the screening (BESS) to 165 items on the (PRS). The time it takes to complete the forms is usually between 10-30 minutes with the exception of the (SDH) which is 180 items and 60-90 minutes. The item format of the forms is typically a Likert 4-point scale along with open-ended questions with the exception of the SOS which is observational (Reynolds and Kamphaus, 2019). 
According to Reynolds and Kamphaus (2019) those administering the test determine which forms are appropriate based on the child’s developmental age and the information they are looking for. Administrators will obtain consent from parents or guardians before beginning any of the assessments. Users of the BASC-3 have specific training in the BASC-3 through workshops, professional development courses, or training sessions provided by Pearson. Professionals should be licensed or certified psychologists, counselors, or educators. 
Administrators must be aware of cultural and language barriers. They can use translated forms or involve bilingual coaches if available. For students with disabilities, accommodations such as extended time and alternative formats should be considered. The BASC-3 can now be administered online through Pearson’s Q-global platform which lets you administer, score, and report the test (Reynolds and Kamphaus, 2019). 
According to Reynolds and Kamphaus (2019) the BASC-3 uses raw scores, T-scores, and percentile ranks. Each item is scored based on the respondent’s answer. Raw scores are then calculated by adding the item scores within each scale. The raw scores are then converted to T-scores using the normative tables provided in the BASC-3 manual. The tables in the manual then give the corresponding percentile ranks. Pearson’s Q-global platform can calculate computerized scoring and can also produce comprehensive reports, results, and graphs. 
Technical Evaluation
	According to (Frick et al., 2010) a national normative standard often does not get offered for behavioral and emotional tests. Poor national standardized sampling seems to be tolerated while it is not in academic and intelligence assessments. Many behavioral tests offer local norms, a subset of the national normative sample which may be more adequate anyway, in terms of relevance as they reflect the local demographic. Gender-based norms, age-based norms as large as 5-7 years are often used, race/ethnicity norms, and clinical norms such as a sample of children who have previously been diagnosed as having mental health issues can be used.

According to Altmann et al. (2018), the BASC-3 is considered highly reliable showing strong internal consistency and test-retest reliability. Most subscales and composites have alpha coefficients above 0.80, making them acceptable for treatment purposes. The BASC-3 includes built-in checks to ensure validity of the results, addressing potential issues like misunderstanding of questions or responses. It also shows strong correlations with various other rating scales and self-report measures, reinforcing its credibility. Additionally, the BASC-3 has been tested and validated across a wide range of clinical groups, which supports its effectiveness in different populations.
	(Altmann et al., 2018) argues that because the BASC-3 is widely used in schools, child centers, and private settings, this establishes credibility and makes it more likely to be admissible in legal proceedings.
Practical Evaluation
	On the test publisher website, Pearson, you can find the quality of materials. The BASC-3 is written clearly, ensuring the items are easily understood by respondents. This is key for obtaining accurate and reliable responses. Language is appropriate for the age groups with forms tailored to different developmental stages. The reading level seems to match the age and comprehension levels of the respondents. The (SRP) is designed specifically to be accessible to the age group ensuring they can independently understand and respond to the items. The digital platform seems particularly impressive, offering a seamless experience for administrators and respondents. The features of automatic scoring and report generation enhance its effectiveness and accuracy, making it seem well worth the investment. There are clear instructions provided for each form and the scoring is straightforward, especially if using the Q-global platform. There is guidance on how to interpret the results including narrative reports, graphs and charts which helps administrators to make accurate interpretations and communicate findings effectively (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2015). 
Summary Evaluation & Critique
	The BASC-3 has many strengths. It is a comprehensive assessment covering a wide range of behaviors and emotions. It incorporates the opinions and perspectives of parents, teachers, and the children themselves which enhances the reliability and validity of the test. The normative data is representative of the local and diverse populations in which it serves. The BASC-3 seems user friendly with straightforward instructions and the availability of both paper and online formats. With the detailed guidance on interpretation of results this can help administrators make informed and accurate decisions (Reynolds & Kamphaus, 2015). 
	In my opinion, the cost of the BASC-3 materials and Q-global software can be expensive, which can be a problem for some schools and districts with limited resources. Some forms can be time-consuming to complete which could lead to respondent fatigue. And I believe there could also be potential for bias in responses from parents or the child themselves which could affect the validity of the assessment. 
	Reducing the cost of the BASC-3 materials and software could make the test more accessible to schools or clinics that might not otherwise be able to afford it. Reynolds and Kaufman (2024) share that the digital platform could have interactive features which would improve the experience. It is also mentioned that incorporating artificial intelligence to assist in the interpretation of the results could be a valuable update. Further research on the cross-cultural validity could help identify potential biases and ensure the tool is equally effective for diverse populations (Song et al., 2017).
After learning extensively about the BASC-3, I believe it is an excellent assessment tool for school administrators and school counselors to use because it assesses a wide range of behavioral and emotional issues that are happening in the home and at school. It also allows for self-perception, getting the child’s thoughts and feelings as well, which I think is important and often times not utilized. With this multi-informant approach, it ensures a well-rounded perspective on the student’s behavior. The BASC-3 provides high reliability and validity checks which makes it a dependable tool for diagnosing and addressing student issues. With the detailed comprehensive results in hand counselors can make informed decisions and develop targeted intervention plans that can most effectively support the specific needs of their students.
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