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Abstract
My philosophy of education has different aspects from many different philosophies and theories. The most important part of education is for students to learn as much as they can to the best of their abilities. The teacher and student work together to have a great educational experience. Diversity is an important aspect of any classroom. Students can learn from each other and from different cultures. It is important for all the student’s needs to be met while they are at school. This includes students’ spirituality. The students can go to the school counselor for a safe place to discuss their feeling about everything and including their spirituality.

Education is one of the most important parts of our society. Without education, we would not have all of the knowledge that we enjoy now in the world. Education is more than just teaching students how to read and write. Education is about teaching students how to be a good functioning members of society. A good, well-rounded education should teach students about a wide range of topics. Sometimes people make the mistake of thinking that education is just about teaching students the material they need to know in order to do well on a standardized test. I don’t think students just want to learn material that is going to be on a big standardized test once a year. Students should learn about history, art, music, religion, and a multitude of other topics that are sometimes not emphasized as much in modern-day schools. Also, in schools, the discussion of spirituality is oftentimes not had. I agree that in public schools there should not be one religion that is forced onto students. However, it is important for students to have a safe place to talk about their feeling about their spirituality. Overall, education should teach the student about the ideals of their culture, and spirituality, and should teach them how to be a good member of society. This doesn’t mean that math, science,

reading, grammar, and other subjects are not important. A student’s education should overall give them knowledge in multiple different fields of study.
Philosophy of Schools and Learning

Education should not be a short-term goal. In some ways when a school focuses on teaching students so they will do well on a standardized test, this can be a short-term goal. Schools should focus on making sure that students are learning material that will help them through their entire lives. The goal of a good education should be to help a person be a good functioning member of society. People should know how to read and write but they should also know how to do their taxes. People should learn about math and science but they should also learn how to have a civil conversation with each other about a topic they do not agree on. The education philosophy of idealism stands out as a philosophy that should have a greater spot in school. Idealism teaches students about great ideas and accomplishments that their culture has done. (Ornstien, 2016) However, I do not believe that this should be the only idea that education is based on. There are different aspects of all of the philosophies of education that can be good in a school. The philosophies and theories of education that are described in the book “Foundation of Education” are idealism, realism, pragmatism, existentialism, postmodernism, essentialism, perennialism, progressivism, and critical theory. (Ornstien, 2016) Another aspect of education that is important is how people learn in school. Social learning theory explains that people learn through observation. (Cherry, 2021) This is important in schools because a lot of students can learn by observing their teachers and their peers. Social learning theory illustrates that people do not just have to rely on only being able to learn from doing everything themselves. People can learn through modeling what they see others do. Also,

observational learning can be achieved through just listening to others talk about topics. This means social learning is not just limited to watching someone do something. Learning can be achieved in multiple different ways. (Cherry, 2021)
Instructional Practice

Instructional practice in education is very important. The instructional practice in education is how students come to know information and truth. Also, the instructional practice of a teacher is what causes learning to occur for students. The first thing that I would implement in a classroom is the understanding that students can always feel free to ask questions and speak up if they do not understand something. A problem that can occur in education is if a student is falling behind on their understanding of the material but are afraid to communicate that to the classroom teacher. This results in the compounding effect of a student not being able to understand future material because they don’t understand the material that they needed to know in order to build knowledge. In the classroom, it is important for the classroom teacher to model ethical behavior for the students. That goes along with the idea of teaching the students how to be good functional members of society.
There will be some students in the classroom that will rely on the learning and observation that they see at school to guide them on how to appropriately act. Also, the lesson in the classroom should be sensitive to everyone’s learning needs. The lesson plans should address what to do if there are students in the classroom that have individualized education plans. All of the students in the classroom should have an equal opportunity to a great education. For students with special needs in the classroom, it will be important to make sure they get attention from the classroom teacher. Also, the teacher can make sure the paraprofessionals that are helping the

students in the room have all of the information they need to best serve the students. All of the students in the classroom will learn through social learning theory. The lessons in the room will be taught so all of the children can understand and succeed.
Teacher Learner Relationship

The teacher-learner relationship is a very important part of education. If the teacher and student do not get along it can be detrimental to the student’s education. The simple answer for the role of the teacher in the classroom is to teach the students. However, teachers have a lot more responsibility in the classroom besides just teaching the students. The teacher is also responsible for leading the classroom, encouraging students, being a source of information for students, testing students, enforcing classroom rules, and instructing the students. (Nola n.d.) Being a teacher takes a lot of skill and responsibility. The role of a student goes along with the role of a teacher. The student and teacher have to work together for education to be successful. The main role of the student in the classroom is to learn. The student will listen to the teacher and be respectful of the teacher and of the other students in the classroom. It is also the responsibility of the student to ask questions of the teacher if they feel like they do not understand something that is being taught.
Diversity
Another important aspect of education is diversity. Diversity in the classroom will help students experience different cultures and different ideas. In the classroom, it is a good idea for the teacher to teach about a diverse set of topics and ideas. (Aaron n.d.) Teachers need to make sure to be culturally sensitive to students that may come from different backgrounds

from them. A good way to get a good idea of the cultural background of a student is to meet with the student’s family and ask them questions about how their child learns. Also, it can be a great learning experience for everyone in the classroom if the student that is from a different culture wants to share stories from their culture and experiences. (Aaron n.d.) One way equity and inclusion can be achieved in the classroom is to have good open communication with the students and their families. If there is a student that is falling behind it is essential to talk with the student to see if there is anything that the teacher can do to help.


Student Spirituality

In public education talking about spirituality is often not done. However, spirituality can be a very important aspect of many students’ lives. It is important that students can have a safe place in the school where they can talk about their spiritual beliefs without being judged. As a teacher, it could be hard to navigate these spiritual conversations in the classroom. However, the teacher can work with the school counselor in order to meet these needs of the students. The school counselor can lead group sessions with students about spirituality. Also, the school counselor could just meet with a student one-on-one if that was more comfortable for the student. In education, it is important that we are meeting all of the needs of the student. The school needs to be a place where a student can learn and talk about thoughts and ideas without fear of judgment.
Conclusion

My philosophy of education has different aspects and ideas from many different philosophies and theories. I think it is important as an educator to have flexibility when it comes to thoughts about the best way to teach. Throughout a teacher’s career, there will be different styles of teaching that become popular. It will be important for teachers to always teach their students to the best of their abilities and with thoughtfulness and integrity. Classrooms will have students from many different backgrounds and cultures. It is important to remember the diversity of the classroom and to make sure all of the students are getting the best education they can get. Teachers and students will work together to create a learning environment in which everyone can learn.
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