Worldview Essay    

     Starting this school counseling journey, I have learned a lot about my views and philosophy of education.  This will be my second master’s degree and when I started the program, I wanted to get into a position where I could climb up the ladder.  I knew I wanted to work with children and so I felt that school counseling would be a great place to start and then I could possibly work my wait up to administration.  Since I have been back in the school setting, I am learning it is bigger than “climbing up the ladder” so you can call the shots.  A school counselor is one of the most important positions at a school and school counselors play a critical part in the lives of students.  School counselors help students navigate in academics, career planning, and social/ emotional development.  The bigger picture is the child!  By attending school, students get that extra support, encouragement, and motivation that they may otherwise miss.  My philosophy on education has changed to it is important to make positive connections and focus on the whole child, not just from a learning standpoint.  I believe students should be able to have equal learning opportunities, but also have support and be taught about social emotional learning.  When our mental health is not the best, we cannot perform at our best.  It is important to promote and encourage social emotional learning in the classroom setting.  Social emotional learning promotes responsible decision making, self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, and relationship skills.  By promoting social awareness in the classroom setting, we will be teaching students that it is important to learn and take care of our emotions.  It is just as important as preparing for a test!
      To address individual student’s needs, a school counselor must be able to address the needs of the school.  It is important for school counselors to be able to collaborate with teachers, key staff members, administration, families, and the community.  When school counselors have a better understanding of the culture, they can effectively connect, support, and help students!
     Being a school counselor student and being able to work directly in a school has helped me develop my own philosophy of education.  This program as well as hands on experience has shown me how important school counselors are.  School counselors strive to provide a meaningful educational experience to ALL students.  School counselors are truly heroes that change the world with no recognition.  
