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Student Learning Objectives (from lesson 2) 
1. Students will understand that we are all responsible for our choices.
2. Students will understand some of the challenges that they may face and how these can lead to bullying others and/or how they can be used as a steppingstone towards learning to exercise self-control.
3. Students will analyze the reasons why some students drop out of school and miss out on the opportunity to choose a rewarding career.
Pre/Post Assessment 
	
	Agree
	Disagree 
	Unsure 

	I get to choose my career. 
	
	
	

	Bullying can sometimes be okay. 

	
	
	

	Some students have no other choice but to drop out of school. 
	
	
	

	I can control my actions when I am feeling angry. 
	
	
	

	Challenges should be avoided as much as possible. 
	
	
	



Data Collection Strategy
The data collection strategy that I will use is kahoot. Students will be able to see the questions on the whiteboard and will respond on their tablet in class (Young & Kaffenberger, 2019). Often, school counselors will have access to a computer lab during the classroom guidance lessons, otherwise this strategy can be modified by using the same survey on a piece of paper that students will fill in with a pencil or a pen. Kahoot is also something that students really love because the sounds are engaging, and it feels interactive and fun. It is a great tool for differentiation because it has a lot of visual support, as well as auditory support. Time limits can be adjusted for students who need extra time to answer questions. 
How School Counselors use Data to Inform Decision-Making 	
School counselors use data to inform decisions about the programs that are offered and the needs of the students they are serving. Zyromski et al (2021) postulate that “school counselors would be better served to consider the data-based decision-making process as a lens through which to engage in deeper consideration of the variables that lead to life success for our students” (para. 2). One of the ways that school counselors use data is to decide which psychoeducational groups to offer to students. Without data, it would be difficult to accurately determine which groups would be most beneficial to students at any given time. It also helps school counselors determine what to focus on during one-on-one counseling sessions with students that are very limited in terms of time. A simple survey can help school counselors see the gaps in understanding and determine ways to fill them in. 
Young and Kaffenberger (2019) identify seven primary reasons to explain how and why school counselors use data to inform decisions. Four of them are student-specific and drive decisions around the types of programs that are offered. The first is that baseline data is used to identify annual student outcome goals for the school counseling program. A second reason is to promote interventions that are evidence-based rather than haphazard. A third reason is so that student progress can be tracked and monitored by school counselors. Finally, school counselors can use data to assess and demonstrate the effectiveness of the program to all relevant stakeholders. Young and Kaffenberger (2019) state clearly that “the reality is, using data is central to promoting optimal student achievement and social/emotional outcomes for all students” (page 6). 
How School Counselors use Data to advocate for Programs and for Students
	Young and Kaffenberger (2019) state that the biggest reason for using data is to create systemic change. “The aim of using data to create change should be to create lasting and sustainable outcomes and not random acts of improvements” (page 13). Systemic change is what will ultimately remove the barriers to student success and academic achievement. Out of the seven reasons that were given to support using data to inform decision making, three are especially relevant to advocacy efforts. The first is that data can help promote and lead equitable programs that consider the needs of diverse populations of students. The second is that data can inform policy. Policy change will lead to systemic change and without data, this would not be feasible. Because creating systemic change is the goal, the third reason given is that data is used to align the school counseling vision and mission statements with the academic and instructional vision and mission statements of the school. Ensuring that this alignment is in place will help validate the school counselors’ advocacy efforts for programs and students. 
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