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" 8™ GRADE MATTERS!

« WHAT YOU ACCOMPLISH THIS YEAR WILL AFFECT HOW PREPARED YOU ARE
FOR 9™ GRADE.

« 8™ GRADESTUDENTS WHO FAIL CLASSES OR HAVE A LOT OF ABSENCES ARE MORE
LIKELY TO REPEAT THE 9™ GRADE."

= |[FYOU PRACTICE GOOD STUDY SKILLS NOW AND WORK HARD TO MASTER
THE MATERIAL IN YOUR 8™ GRADE CLASSES YOU WILL BE WELL PREPARED
FOR HIGH SCHOOL.

« 8™ GRADESTUDENTS WHO SCORE HIGHER ON GRADE LEVEL TESTS PERFORM
BETTER IN THE 9™ GRADE.?

= HAVING A ROUGH TIME THIS YEAR IN SCHOOL? IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO
IMPROVE THINGS!



WHAT CAN | DO NOW TO PREPARE?

= YOUR9™ GRADE SELF WILL THANK YOU IF YOU START MAKING GOOD
CHOICES NOW. IF YOU’RE STRUGGLING WITH ATTENDANCE, GRADES, OR
SOCIAL ISSUES IN SCHOOL, YOU HAVE OPTIONS!



+
IMPORTANT HIGH SCHOOL TERMS

= ANEW SCHOOL MEANS A BUNCH OF NEW WORDS TO BECOME FAMILIAR
WITH! HERE ARE SOME TERMS YOU’LL WANT TO KNOW:

« AP: ADVANCED PLACEMENT. THESE COURSES ARE TAUGHT IN THE HIGH
SCHOOL BUT AT COLLEGE-LEVEL DIFFICULTY. SCORING HIGHLY ON A TEST
GIVEN AT THE END OF AN AP COURSE CAN EARN YOU COLLEGE CREDIT!

= HONORS COURSE: HONORS COURSES ARE CHALLENGING CLASSES FOR
HIGHLY MOTIVATED STUDENTS. COLLEGES LOVE SEEING THAT STUDENTS
HAVE SELECTED HONORS COURSES!

= CREDIT: ACREDITIS AUNIT EARNED AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING A
COURSE.

= ELECTIVE COURSE: AN ELECTIVE COURSE IS ANON-REQUIRED COURSE
THAT IS CHOSEN BASED ON A STUDENT’S INTERESTS. USUALLY STUDENTS
MUST TAKE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF ELECTIVES TO GRADUATE HIGH
SCHOOL.




+
MORE HIGH SCHOOL TERMS

= GPA: CPA SsTANDS FOR GRADE POINT AVERAGE. IT IS CALCULATED BASED
ON THE NUMBER OF CLASSES YOU COMPLETE AND YOUR GRADE IN EACH
CLASS. FOR EXAMPLE, A 4.0 GPA MEANS YOU HAVE AN A AVERAGE OF ALL
COMPLETED CLASSES.

= CLASS RANK: YOUR CLASS RANK IS WHERE YOUR GPA STANDS IN
COMPARISON TO THE OTHER STUDENTS IN YOUR GRADUATING CLASS. IF
YOU’RE RANKED #1, YOU HAVE THE HIGHEST GPA OF ALL STUDENTS
GRADUATING IN YOUR COHORT!

= REQUIRED COURSE: A REQUIRED COURSE MUST BE COMPLETED AND
PASSED IN ORDER FOR GRADUATION. ENGLISH, MATH, SCIENCE, AND
SOCIALSTUDIES ARESOME EXAMPLES OF REQUIRED COURSES.

= TRANSCRIPT: A TRANSCRIPT IS THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF GRADES EARNED
IN EACH OF THE CLASSES YOU HAVE COMPLETED IN HIGH SCHOOL. A
TRANSCRIPT CAN ALSO INCLUDE ATTENDANCE INFORMATION, TEST
SCORES, AND GPA.




-+

CAN YOU “BLOW OFF” FRESHMAN YEAR?

THE ANSWER IS NO! WHILE STARTING HIGH SCHOOL WILL BE AN ADJUSTMENT, IT
SHOULD NOT BE SEEN AS AN EASY YEAR OR A THROWAWAY YEAR. THE DECISIONS
YOU MAKE DURING 9™ GRADE WILL AFFECT YOUR ABILITY TO GRADUATE, TO ATTEND
THE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY OF YOUR CHOICE, AND TO EARN SCHOLARSHIP MONEY.

|[FYOU DO NOT COMPLETE ALL OF YOUR REQUIRED CREDITS BY THE END OF YOUR
GRADUATING YEAR, YOU WILL NOT GRADUATE UNTIL THE CREDITS ARE COMPLETED.
THIS MEANS THAT IF YOU FAIL CLASSES FRESHMAN YEAR, YOU MUST RETAKE THEM
UNTILYOU EARN A PASSING GRADE.

YOUR FRESHMAN YEAR GRADES ARE ALL INCLUDED ON YOUR TRANSCRIPT AND ARE
NEVER REMOVED. |FYOU FAIL A CLASS, YOU MUST REPEAT IT TO REPLACE THE LOWER
GRADE ON YOUR TRANSCRIPT. WHEN YOU APPLY FOR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
SCHOOLS WILL SEE ALL OF YOUR HIGH SCHOOL YEARS, SO MAKE THEM ALL COUNT!



+
OTHER TIPS FOR INCOMING 9™ GRADE

STUDENTS

» GETINVOLVED! STUDENTS WHO ARE IN AN EXTRACURRICULAR (LIKE A SPORT, CLUB,
OR TEAM) GET BETTER GRADES AND HAVE BETTER ATTENDANCE.3|T ALSO LOOKS
GREAT WHEN APPLYING FOR JOBS OR COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY!

= STAY ORGANIZED. FIND A METHOD THAT WORKS FOR YOU AND USE IT
CONSISTENTLY, WHETHER IT’'S KEEPING CLASSWORK ORCANIZED IN A BINDER FOR
EACH SUBJECT, USING AN ONLINE CALENDAR TO TRACK DUE DATES, OR MAKING A
PAPER TO-DO LIST EACH DAY.

= MANAGE YOUR TIME. WHEN YOU GET HOME, SET A SPECIFIC AMOUNT OF TIME THAT
YOU WILL FOCUS ON SCHOOL AND ONLY SCHOOL. MINIMIZE DISTRACTIONS—THIS
MAY MEAN TURNING OFF YOUR CELL PHONE! IFYOU GET IN THE HABIT OF STUDYING
DAILY YOU WON’'T BE ABLE TO PROCRASTINATE OR END UP HAVING TO CRAM AT THE
LAST MINUTE FOR EACH TEST.



+
EVEN MORE TIPS

= ASKFOR HELP IFYOU NEED IT. HIGH SCHOOLS ARE FULL OF ADULTS WHO
CAN ASSIST YOU! RAISE YOUR HAND IN CLASS, GO TO AFTER-SCHOOL
TUTORING HOURS, OR MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE SCHOOL
COUNSELOR. DON’T LET YOURSELF FALL BEHIND WHEN YOU HAVE
RESOURCES THAT CAN HELP YOU STAY CAUGHT UP.

« [KEEP GOOD GRADES AS YOUR GOAL! YOU WILL HAVE MANY MORE
OPPORTUNITIES AFTER GRADUATION WITH A TRANSCRIPT FULL OF AS AND
BS THAN ONE FULL OF CsS AND Ds.

= START PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE. THINK ABOUT DIFFERENT CAREER
OPTIONS THAT EXCITEYOU AND RESEARCH WHAT KIND OF EDUCATION YOU
NEED TO GET THERE. SENIOR YEAR IS TOO LATE TO PREPARE!



+
YOUR THOUGHTS ON HIGH SCHOOL

= TAKEOUT A SHEET OF PAPER AND FINISH THE FOLLOWING
SENTENCES:

1. THETHING | AM MOST EXCITED ABOUT FOR 9™ GRADE IS

2. THETHING | AM MOST NERVOUS ABOUT FOR 9™ GRADE IS

3. A QUESTION | STILLHAVE ABOUT STARTING HIGH SCHOOL IS
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