Philosophy of Education Reflective Essay
My philosophy of education has been significantly shaped by the research and study that I have explored in the course of my school counselor preparation program. These academic studies paired with practical experience has affirmed my conviction in an equitable, community-based, example-led model of education. Through my multicultural upbringing, I have come to believe that equity is the key to moving forward as a society. Through my studies in this preparation program, I am learning that there is a great need for equity in education and access to mental health services in America. School counselors are integral to attaining equity in both of these areas through the academic, social-emotional, and post-secondary services they provide.   
	Community involvement in the educational process is not something I had given great thought to before my studies and practicum experience. Having been through this program, it is now my belief that educational institutions function best when they are part of the community. Living ten minutes from my local school, I understand the students’ environmental stressors- such as increased exposure to crime, and how it impacts the students. School staff who come from the local community have the advantage of understanding the student’s learning environment and can teach in a manner that speaks to community issues. Local school staff can also help the school to integrate into the local environment, connect with local resources, and encourage family engagement- this benefits both the community and students. 
As part of the educational community, school counselors are leaders. Having experienced different styles of leadership from professors, advisors, and supervisors throughout the program, I feel that school counselors who lead by example are effective leaders. The best example of leadership I have seen is from a school counseling director whom I was fortunate to connect with through my school counseling program. She would never ask the school counselors under her authority to do anything that she herself was not willing to do, earning their respect and promoting the school community as a servant leader. Modeling oneself as a positive example is one of the most effective ways that I have seen to teach not only students- but fellow staff and school counselors as well. The school counseling preparation program has molded and solidified my belief in a philosophy of education that includes equity, community involvement, and example-led leadership.  

 
