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Abstract

Education should help prepare students for life.  I believe that to do this, our main goal as educators should be to teach our students how to learn. By applying the ideas offered in the progressive and essentialist philosophies, I believe teachers can successfully prepare their students for the life ahead of them.  If we give them the tools to be able to grow and learn, even past schooling, we have given them the ability to do so much more than anything we can specifically teach them while they are in our classrooms.  If we can work, within the curriculum, to plan lessons geared toward our students’ demographics and specific needs, I think that teachers can do so much more than simply “teach to the tests.”


Teachers play an influential role in the cognitive and emotional development of our students and the methods used to teach the required curriculum contribute to this development. Because of this, I believe it’s essential that we create a safe, secure environment for our students, where they can grow and learn with structure and discipline. It is also our job, as educators, to give our students the tools to succeed in life by equipping them with essential knowledge and skills. For this reason, I believe that the educational theories of essentialism and progressivism provide appropriate methods for educating students.
Philosophy of Schools & Learning
The philosophy of education that I am most drawn to involves a combination of progressivism and essentialism. Education should be about teaching students, not subjects. It should involve engaging students in their learning and maximizing the potential of every child.  As our text says, “for progressives…knowledge becomes meaningful when used instrumentally as a tool to accomplish a purpose,” (Ornstein et al., 2017, pp. 190-191).  Education should be about providing students with opportunities to be challenged and giving them the tools to succeed in life.  I relate to the progressivist view because I do believe that there are certain things that all students should be taught, but I also see how students tend to retain knowledge much better when they have a chance to experience how this knowledge will affect them in the real world.  “This approach values students’ experiences and focuses on their experiential learning that prepares them for life outside of school,” (Mohamed, 2018, p. 9). 
I would also describe myself as a bit of an essentialist.  I see the value of teaching the classics, but I also see how the need for different skills and knowledge changes over time.  We must stay aware of the world around us and be willing to change our curriculum focus as needed.  I also see the need for an emphasis on hard work, authority, and discipline.  These areas seem to have taken a backseat to other priorities in many schools.
Instructional Practice
It is the job of a teacher should be to enrich the lives of students while producing articulate, expressive thinkers and lifelong learners, who are socially responsible, resilient, and active citizens of the world. A teacher should always maintain high expectations and strive to see students excel. Knowledge, simply for the sake of knowledge, is all well and good, but I think that it is essential that we look at what really interests our students when creating our curriculum.  Every child learns differently, and it is our job, as teachers, to find what works best for each student and maximize this. Marietta Johnson suggested a progressive, activity-based curriculum, based on, “physical exercise, nature study, music, crafts, field geography, storytelling dramatization, and games,” (Ornstein et al., 2017, p. 189).  Although all students may not be intrinsically motivated to learn all subjects, especially those subjects that they may not hold much interest in, they may still be motivated through more extrinsic methods, such as hands-on projects.
Teacher-Learner Relationships
The role of a teacher should be to enrich the lives of students while producing articulate, expressive thinkers and lifelong learners, who are socially responsible, resilient, and active citizens of the world. Education should be about teaching students, not subjects. It should involve engaging students in their learning and maximizing the potential of every child. A great teacher can look beyond the child’s intellect and see the whole child, individually.  As Graham states, “for teachers, external trappings and test results mean little unless they are truly a means to help the wonderful children under their care to grow and produce the fruit that God intends for them to produce,” (2009, p. 131).
As teachers, we need to constantly check ourselves to make sure that we are not making assumptions about our students before knowing their whole story. Every year, I have at least one student that, when I first meet them, I think is going to be one of my worst discipline problems. Almost always, that student ends up being one of my special, favorite kids. I just have to put in the effort to know and understand them. We need to remember that God loves us all, no matter what race, religion, or background. We are told in John 13:34, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another,” (NIV, the Message Parallel Study Bible, 2008). It is our job to share that love, just as Christ has loved us.
Diversity 
As a teacher, I believe that it is important to keep in mind the different backgrounds of my students and their parents.  We live in such an international society, and I have many students who come from different backgrounds.  It is essential that I am aware of these cultural differences and am willing to adjust my instruction accordingly.  Because of this diversity, it stands to reason that they will often have different points of view. It is presumptuous of me to expect them to always agree with me. As Davidson points out, “the diversities of giftedness, gender, race, class, perspectives, and preferences may collide and even compete at times,” (2010, p. 107). It is ok to be different; that’s the beauty of this world! Rather than putting them down and trying to force my viewpoints on my students, I need to give them the freedom to voice their concerns and beliefs. I don’t have to agree with them, but I can still support them and affirm their feelings.  Additionally, it is also imperative that I create a culture in my classroom where the students show respect for any cultures that differ from their own backgrounds.
Content/Subject-Area Philosophy
As a math teacher, I am constantly fielding the question of, “when will I ever need this in real life?”  One thing I like about teaching middle school math (pre-algebra, basic geometry, etc.) is that this question can usually be easily answered because most of what I am teaching them can be backed up with reality.  As Yuanita et al. states, “Mathematics education motivates students to become critical and innovative and to cultivate sound reasoning in problem solving” (2018, p. 1). It is important to help our students see how what they are learning can be applied to real life.  Only then will they be able to see the value of the curriculum that is being presented to them.
Conclusion
My personal philosophy of education is a culmination of progressivism and essentialism.  I believe that it is our job, as teachers, to equip our students with the knowledge and practical skills to allow them to grow and succeed in life.  Teachers have the daunting task of engaging our students, recognizing diversity, and helping develop our students’ characters, while successfully teaching our particular subject matter.  By giving our students a goal to reach and giving them the support and encouragement they need to reach those goals, we can play a part in helping them grow into the successful, mature adults that God created them to be.
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