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Organization

	For my project I chose to work with a couple who own a farm and help immigrant and migrant families in my local area. Strickland family farms is a close nit family, father son type of business. The family is small and they run their own farm business mainly farming tobacco. 
Purpose
They don’t necessarily have a mission statement but Brandon and Lindsey both often quote what the bible says, “treat others the way you want to be treated.” The purpose is to remind everyone that we are all equal and human. 
Services
Over the years Farmer Brandon has brought in trailers to help create tenant housing so his farmworkers would have somewhere to stay with their family after they traveled to find work. He has been able to provide shelter, beds, a kitchen, sitting area, and bathrooms with clean running water. Transportation is also available for traveling to town. 
	Brandon and Lindsey have worked out lawful wages for their farmers along with providing the farmworkers and their families a place to stay. Brandon also provides weekly transportation to town so his farmworkers and families can get whatever they need from the local stores. Brandon has his farmworkers and families visit the health department when needed and assures them they will be taken care of. Brandon also brags and tells his workers that they can send their children to the local schools because they are the best around. Not to mention the fact he is a hometown boy and was brought up in those schools.
	Brandon and his wife Lindsey offer their farmers rides to church on Sundays and encourage their spiritual belief. Brandon and Lindsey both live by faith and share what the Lord has provided for them and often state God is the only reason they are where they are now. 
Challenges
	Some challenges faced for the Strickland Farm are dry seasons when they can’t get enough water to the crops or when the frost continues late in the spring. Another struggle is when they don’t have enough help to tend to their 60 acre fields. 
Goals
	The goal of this farm is to teach the community social justice and show them how to treat others fairly and not to be so quick to judge someone based on their skin tone. Brandon has tried to teach his farmworkers that not all Americans are the same and they need to be able to take care of themselves. 
Their Story
Farmer
The husband Brandon and his wife Lindsey had a dream of farming. However, the two of them couldn’t do it alone. Brandon has uncles and cousins who helped when they could. That just wasn’t enough help for Brandon to have a successful farm. He had to recruit help from elsewhere. His other farm buddies told him he needed to hire some help from the farm workers so they hooked him up with an agriculture program. This program was able to help Brandon and Lindsey connect with Hispanic farm workers who were seeking to help farmers. Brandon discussed with his wife and they were able to come up with a plan to hire a couple of men, and trade their time for a place to sleep and a little money until they could get the ball rolling. Lucky for Brandon, five men agreed to the trade for low wages and went with him to his farm. They only had one concern, would Farmer Brandon allow their family to join them? 
	Brandon and Lindsey were struggling financially and had not considered the fact that these five men would be traveling for work with their growing family. They allowed the families too and had to pray to the Lord to help provide their needs. 
While working with these five men and getting to know them and hearing about their struggles Brandon and his wife Lindsey became passionate to help the immigrant workers. This went farther than giving them jobs, this went as far as helping them in the community, with healthcare, and transportation.
Brandon and Lindsey have now had children of their own and raised them all to help on the farm and show kindness to everyone they meet. They hope one day their own children will take over Strickland Farm and continue to help others. 
Farmworker
	I had the privilege to be introduced to Maria Guzman who happened to be a wife to one of the original farmworkers who was hired by Brandon and his wife. Mrs. Maria shared her story with me about how she was from Mexico and things were scary not much work available, violence and crime was on the rise, and she was scared to continue living there and raising her family. Her grandparents told her if she could cross the border go for it and take the opportunity to succeed. One day she just so happened to get her work visa and she and her husband packed up their three children and crossed the border to come and work. She stated that she was very scared, anxious, and nervous. I feel that all those feelings were allowed as she was leaving the country she was raised in. They came here not knowing Mr. Strickland and he hired her husband and allowed the whole family to come. Mrs. Maria says she was so excited her husband found work, now she didn’t have to worry about feeding her children. She knew things would begin to look up. Mrs. Maria said her biggest fear was being separated from her family and Mr. Strickland erased that fear for her. Maria also said she knows not everyone is nice and she has just ignored the discrimination she has faced. 
	While Maria has been here she has worked in the fields, cared for the children, cooked, cleaned, and even helped Mrs. Strickland with her children. Maria said she will never forget the love shown to her and her family from Mr. and Mrs. Strickland. Maria has taught Lindsey cooking tricks and tips and their daughter has also spent time with Maria learning in the kitchen. Lastly, Maria said we are family of the Strickland’s. That sounds like a pretty huge compliment to me. 
Key Cultural Events
As a family we have experienced hate as the racism rises. We have had to deal with vandalism and discrimination. Some of our property especially our vans for transportation have been targeted by clueless individuals. The hate my coworkers receive from time to time is ridiculous and uncalled for. Although, there have been negative times, there have also been positive times such as Christmas. Some families in the community reach out donate items towards a wish list to help these workers know they are loved, valued, and appreciated. Often times when the churches in the area have meals and events they send the left overs over so my farmworkers don’t have to worry about cooking every night. Such an awesome community to be a part of despite the negative actions. We can’t let single individuals ruin human kindness.  
Reaction
	While working with the Strickland family and hearing their story, I can’t help but be teary eyed and grateful for the way they have pulled together for the good of the immigrants here in our area. Immigrants and Hispanics in this area don’t always have the best reputation as others are often tempting them with hate. However, the love shown from this family makes me want to do better and be better. I have been excited to do this project and also been sad to hear some stories. I have also felt extreme anger and rage while hearing about the hate and discrimination shown towards these sweet people. I feel like I have new energy right now and I am on fire and want to continue visiting the families at the farm. 
	I think I responded the way I did because I am human and care for others. I have morals and hold them at a high standard. We can’t grow dormant when others are being tortured or taking advantage of . 
Gained Knowledge
	The knowledge I gained from this experiences has been something I will store in my mind forever. The things people assumed about this people group the good bad and ugly… I did too! I am ashamed to say I was in agreeance with the world. I now have a new found love for the Hispanic culture. 
Gracism
	One of the principles shared in Gracism is inclusion, simply invite others into your life and include them. Especially, if you know of an event or even going to a church service. I can now be engaged as a Gracist with this lovely people group and stop negative beliefs about people just based on appearance or what others have said. 
Summary
What was learned
	From my experience I learned that the language barrier is still a huge challenge for this specific people group. They could be more involved and engaged if the language wasn’t an issue. Mamas are the same in all cultures. They want to love, nurture, and care for their children no matter how old they get. I also learned that some migrant families actually enjoy what they do and don’t mind traveling from state to state and seeing new things. Migrating has allowed them to meet all kinds of people and experience things they might not have ever seen before.

Surprising information
	The most surprising information to me was hearing about the farmers who pick cucumbers. I guess it’s more interesting than surprising but it was crazy to hear that the farmworkers would pick 5 gallon buckets of cucumbers. Then when their bucket was full they would dump them in a huge wooden crate and another farmer would toss a poker chip in their bucket. One poker chip equaled one dollar. So at the end of the work day they could exchange their poker chips for dollars. I couldn’t believe some of them would pick almost 40 buckets by the end of the day. That’s a lot of buckets and fast moving. 
Changed
	Before I did this assignment I was thinking to myself oh boy here we go again. Only to find out I took the time to sit down with a Hispanic family that I didn’t know and listen to them talk and share their story. Realizing people who have been here in America the same amount of time I have and how differently the both of us have lived and been treated. Life isn’t always fair but God always has a plan. 
Insight
	After working on this project I will be able to use what I have experienced and learned in my future. When I am counseling other diversities I will be able to remind myself that we all have different backgrounds. Even though we appear fine and seem to all be from the same area it doesn’t mean we have all grown up the same way with the same experiences. 
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